
  



  

In January 1879 Van Gogh got a temporary 

post as a missionary in the village of 
Petit Wasmes in the coal-mining district of 
Borinage in Belgium, bringing his father's 
profession to people felt to be the most 
wretched and hopeless in Europe. 

Taking Christianity to what he saw as its logical 
conclusion, Vincent opted to live like those he 
preached to, sharing their hardships to the 
extent of sleeping on straw in a small hut at 
the back of the baker's house where he was 
billeted.  The baker's wife used to hear Vincent 
sobbing all night in the little hut. His choice of 
squalid living conditions did not endear him to 
the appalled church authorities, who dismissed 
him for "undermining the dignity of the 
priesthood."

 After this he walked to Brussels, returned 
briefly to the Borinage, to the village of 
Cuesmes, but acquiesced to pressure from his 
parents to come "home" to Etten. He stayed 
there until around March the following year, to 
the increasing concern and frustration of his 
parents. There was considerable conflict 
between Vincent and his father, and his father 
made enquiries about having his son 
committed to a lunatic asylum at Geel. Vincent 
fled back to Cuesmes where he lodged with a 
miner named Charles Decrucq, with whom he 
stayed until October. He became increasingly 
interested in the everyday people and scenes 
around him, which he recorded in drawings.
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